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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. ; Claims 6 arid 7 are allowed. 

Claim 6 is allowed because the prior art of record fails to disclose or suggest a instable 
CMOS latch which, includes a first series circuit having a first PMOS transistor, a first biasing 
. element, arid a first NMOS transistor; a second series circuit having a second PMOS transistor, a 
second biasing element, and a second NMOS transistor; arid wherein the first biasing element is 
a diode-connected transistor and the second biasing element is a diode-connected transistor with 
the recited connections and operations set forth in the claim. 

Claim 7 is allowed because the prior art of record fails to disclose or suggest a MOS 
circuit which includes a current source; a first clocking transistor; a tristable MOS latch 
including a first series circuit having a first load element, a first biasing element and a first MOS 
transistor, and a second series circuit having a second load element, a second biasing element 
and a second MOS transistor; a second clock transistor; and an input circuit having first and 
second transistors with the recited connections and operations set forth in the claim. 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directly to Examiner Long Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1753. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim Callahan, can be reached at (571) 272-1740. The fax number for this group is 
(703) 872-9306. * 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system^ see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-2 i 7-9 197 (toll-free). 
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